Hyperemic receptive aphasia on neuroSPECT.
NeuroSPECT of regional cerebral blood flow (rCBF) with Tc-99m HMPAO demonstrated left temporoparietal hyperemia in two patients with acute receptive aphasia. This finding prompted further testing with electroencephalography that added to the impression of ictal dysphasia. The differential diagnosis in one case included complicated migraine. NeuroSPECT depicts blood flow abnormalities in acute aphasic disorders, either due to ischemia, which is most commonly the cause, or due to hyperemia secondary to migraine or epilepsy. The treatment and prognosis of these latter conditions differ from stroke, and thus SPECT plays a role in patient management.